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Under the 1977 Torrijos-Carter treaties, the Panama Canal must be returned to Panamanian
administration on Dec. 31, 1999. On the same date, US military personnel must also withdraw from
the Canal Zone. Closure of the bases would affect around 12,000 Panamanians employed at or
around the base. July 22: A delegation of Panamanian congresspersons traveled to Washington
to meet with US counterparts concerning renegotiation of treaty terms to maintain US military
bases in Panama beyond the year 2000. July 25: Foreign Minister Julio Linares asserted that "in
accordance with international norms and our internal laws, the legislators have the power to
negotiate absolutely nothing." US Sen. Larry Craig (R-ID) introduced a non-binding amendment
into the FY1992 foreign aid bill requesting that Washington negotiate establishment of a permanent
US military base in the Panama Canal Zone after the year 2000. The amendment calls on the US
government to guarantee continuous operations, and to maintain free passage through the Canal
for military and private vessels pertaining to the US and US allies during times of crisis. Craig
asserted that the region's history of instability threatens future Canal operations. He said US
military forces offer solid defense against "foreign or terrorist attacks." In comments to reporters on
July 26, President Guillermo Endara asserted that neither US military bases in the Canal Zone nor
the Torrijos-Carter treaties would be renegotiated. Endara said that if the Panamanian people want
renegotiation, they would have to elect a new government in 1994 willing to do so. (Basic data from
ACAN-EFE, EFE, 07/25/91; AFP, 07/26/91)
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